
By Dr. Phil Walker, ICM President
I don’t blame you for questioning whether 

Africa is really Rising. News about the Ebola virus; 
corruption, wars, poverty, poor leadership, the 
list goes on. That may be the proof to help us 
understand Africa IS Rising! In days gone by we 
would only hear about great tragedies like the 
1994 genocide in Rwanda. Now Africa is in the 
news almost daily… albeit for some of the wrong 
reasons. The difference is less is being reported 
more often. While the above is true; it is not the 
whole truth. Because Africa is Rising, Africa is 
getting a lot more press. While much of what hits 
the local paper is about the negative, the reality 
is seen in the economic numbers which are 
generally good and often reported in the fi nancial 
papers and magazines. Did you know:

• Africa is a very big place. It is the second 
largest continent in the world. The U.S., China, 
Europe and India can all fi t within Africa’s boarders 
with room left over. 

• The African population is growing faster than 
any other continent. By 2050, Africa will have two 
billion people, 25% of the world’s working force 
and Lagos-Ibadan will be the largest city in the 
world. Currently, over half the population is 17 and 
younger.

• In Africa, Christianity increased from about 
5 million adherents in 1900 to over 450 million by 
2000. It will soon become the largest sender of 
missionaries in the world.

• Africa has 60% of the world’s potential 
farmland and in addition to oil, diamonds, 
gold and other minerals Africa has the largest 
uncultivated farmable land in the world.  

 ewsle∑∑er ewsle∑∑er ewsle∑∑er
International Christian 
 Ministries

Fa l l  2 0 1 4

 Ministries Ministries Ministries
Training Thousands to Reach Millions

ATS Graduation 2013 in Kitale, Kenya boasts evidence there is a new 
surge of energy and hope for Africans as they go forth with degrees 
and training in theological education, transformed to take the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth.

Africa is rising! It has over 60% of the world’s potential farmland, 
and the African population is projected to top two billion by 2050, 
growing faster than any other continent.

Africa Rising… Really?
www.icmusa.org
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• Within the last two decades, Africa has become 

an exporter to global markets. Communications, 
road, rails and air travel are beginning to take 
shape as the continent begins moving its wealth 
from country to country. This will have the effect 
of increasing a middle class that will become the 
bedrock for the expansion of Africa’s economy.

China and India are pouring billions into Africa 
to reap the benefi t from it vast mineral wealth 
and potential markets. While they and others are 
committed to exploit the African market, it is up 
to the church to partner with the African Christian 
community to help fuel the next great wave of 
missionary zeal. � 
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Africa Rising: Help Us Tell the Story
ICM 2014 Banquet

www.icmusa.org

Food, Fun and Fellowship at ICM 2014 Banquet

Keynote Speaker, Stephen Mairori, Int’l Director of ICM, 
Phil Walker, Bishop Boniface Runji n Bishop Jackson 
Wambua enjoy the ICM 2014 Banquet

Jeff Affonso of Guinn Construction, ICM Board member 
explains his commitment to African leadership training.

Alison Johnson shops at ICM African market 
at the 2014 Banquet.

Emcee Sheryl Giesbrecht with Noe Castillo 
from WSM Auctions shared his testimony while 
working the crowd for the live auction.

LUNCH AND LEARN WITH PHIL

Tuesday, October 7, 2014
11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
Hodels Country Dining

The New Story of Africa is becoming a reality 
as we see the African church more and more 
engaged in fulfi lling the Great Commission.

RSVP by contacting Lauren 661-832-9740 or 
laurend@icmusa.org
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News From Liberia
By Daniel McGee, Country Director, ICM Liberia

Effects of Ebola
By Renita Reed-Thomson, Business as Mission

Thank you for the continual prayers for 
our sub region in the face of the Ebola 
outbreak. As you may be aware, we have 
two farm sites in Western Liberia (Bomi 
County) that have been hardest hit by the 
Ebola virus. 

Three days after the State of 
Emergency was announced, I had to rush 
in with food and medications. Because 

the area is 
quarantined 
our people 
cannot go back 
and forth to 
transact normal 
business. Hence, 
a breakdown 
of economic 
activities 
resulting in 
skyrocketing prices 
of basic commodities, 
shortage of goods,and 
no adequate medical 
facilities.

The hospital where treatment is usually done 
is closed because of the Ebola outbreak. A good 
number of hospitals were hard hit and lost a 
number of health workers at the initial outbreak of 
Ebola. Consequently, most of these hospitals closed 
their doors. It is only now that some of them are 
reopening their doors.

I needed $500 last Saturday to take more food 
and medication to our two sites in Bomi. With this 
additional money on hand, I will be able to take 
some relief again soon. Thanks for your prayers and 
support.

You can help by sending a donation via check to: 
ICM, P.O. Box 129, Monument, CO 80132. Write in the 
check memo: MU609025, Ebola Relief

� � �

These days, talk of Africa 
brings immediate questions 
about the Ebola virus. As I 
write this, Ebola has not yet 
been discovered in Kenya, 
although the World Health 
Organization (WHO) warns 
that Kenya is at high risk 
because it is such a hub for 
Africa. But the landscape 
does keep changing. I check 
BBC now every couple of 
hours to keep track of what 
is happening with this virus. 
I just now went to check 
and see that the fi rst case 
was discovered in Senegal. 
Yesterday, the WHO reported 
that the number of cases 
may get as high as 20,000, 

may take six months to eradicate, and may  cost as 
much as $489 million dollars. 

What is interesting is what the US is learning 
about Ebola from the three evacuated missionaries 
- they are learning that there are some similarities 
between Ebola and Cholera. A major part of the 
issue is the loss of electrolytes due to constant 
diarrhea and vomiting. These electrolytes keep 
the heart beating regularly and without it can 
cause a heart attack. If people can get on a saline 
solution early, have their electrolytes monitored 
and replaced, there is good hope of recovery. 
Unfortunately, in countries like Liberia, that is easier 
said than done. 

All of this reminds us that our lives are not our 
own but we are called for a purpose. We don’t 
make decisions out of fear or out of a desire to stay 
safeAnd I have learned that God’s will is not always 
to keep us safe or alive, but never-the-less, we still 
trust. Please continue to pray for the Ebola crisis, for 
the challenges of Al-Shabab in Kenya, for the work 
of the ICM Church-based Business as Mission, and 
for my travel throughout this time.

� � �

Daniel & Laurinda McGee, 
ICM Liberia

Speaking at the ICM banquet, Renita 
Reed-Thomson explains how Business as 
Mission connects to the local church.
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Africa and the 10/40 Window
The 10/40 window is located 10 degrees north to 

40 degrees north and from the west side of Africa to 
the east side of Indonesia. It contains 57+ countries 
and 60% of the world’s population. The majority 
of people in the 10/40 window have little, if any, 
opportunity to hear of the Good News. The 10 degree 
north also roughly marks the separation in Africa of 
the Muslim north and the Christian south. In countries 
across Africa it represents a fl ash point of religion, 
ethnicity, and economy. While much is made of the 
religious confl ict in the region it is well to point out 
that often this is simply a veneer over a deeper issue: 
economy. Muslims along this line fi nd themselves 
on the losing end as the great Sahara desert moves 
further and further south. In the past these mostly 
nomadic groups found enough rain and grass to eek 
out a few crops or sustain their herds of goats, cows 
and camels. But as the desert moves south so are 
those in the region who are dependent upon the land 
for their livelihood. This brings the two great religions 
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into confl ict, each claiming the poor land for their 
own survival. While many in Christendom cry battle, it 
might be more appropriate to cry for love. The answer 
is not war and destruction but love and care. Matthew 
25 does not talk about religion, it speaks of acts of 
love without regard to religion. Our task, as Christians 
is not to convert Muslims, but to love Muslims (and 
everyone else). Amy Carmichael said, “you can give 
without loving, but you cannot love without giving.” 
For Africans, the 10th degree parallel is not a window, 
but a door through which the love of Christ should 
rush. Our task is one of love, God’s task is one of 
salvation . The call of ICM is to equip Christian leaders 
with the greatest weapon of all time, the love of Christ. 

REGIONAL CALENDAR

October  7 • Lunch and Learn with Phil
11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. at Hodel’s 
Bakersfi eld, California

2015 Teams to Africa are now forming!
Call 661-832-9740 for more information
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