
 
Eph. 2:10 tells us we are created for good works 
that God designed for each of us. I am sure that 
the ministry of ICM is one of those good works. 
However, the question arises, “what does it look 
like to accomplish the good work or to do it well?” 
Will it be the number of students who graduate 
from Africa Theological Seminary? Or perhaps the 
number of leaders who attend our conferences 
and seminars? As I considered this in light of God’s 
plan to bring redemption to all people, the Apostle 
Paul’s words came to mind.

Paul knew he was coming to the end of his journey 
on earth. In 2 Tim. 4:7 Paul tells us that he is 
nearing the end of the race, he has fought the 
good fight, and he has remained faithful. How did 
Paul understand faithfulness in light of his calling? 
The answer is found beginning in 2 Tim. 2:2. Paul 
admonishes Timothy to take the message he gave 
him and pass it on to others… who would then 
pass it on faithfully to still others. Paul knew that 
the measure of success for his life’s work was 
to the degree that God’s truth reached an ever-
expanding circle of faithful men and women who 
were faithfully discipling others. 

It has been one of my great joys to watch many 
of those who have learned at ICM/ATS take what 
they have learned and pass it on. This can be seen 
in churches and ministries in Africa where our 
graduates are pushing forward discipling others 
who disciple still others. The Sabaot leaders who 
launched their own ICM/ATS program on Mt. Elgon 
have now pushed the movement further West. Not 
content with replicating what had been done in 
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Kitale, Kenya they moved to make the message 
and opportunity known across the Ugandan 
boarder to the West side of Mt. Elgon. 

Take time to read the encouraging story of how 
an unreached people group is now teaching what 
they have learned to others who are able to pass it 
on. “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who 
bring good news!” Romans 10:15 
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From Unreached to Reaching Out
Prior to 1999, the Sabaot people of Mt. Elgon did not 
have a strong church. Thanks to the efforts of Wycliffe 
Bible Translators, Cru (Campus Crusade), International 
Christian Ministries and dedicated pastors and 
evangelists from a number of Kenyan Denominations 
that has changed. Thousands have come to Christ 
leading to hundreds of new churches.  

From the beginning of the transformation, the Sabaot 
were encouraged to dream larger than themselves 
and their own people. The challenge was to take 
the message beyond their own boundaries. Sabaot 
Christian leaders began praying about the needs of 
the Sebei, their brothers and sisters who live on the 
Ugandan side of Mt. Elgon. Prayer led to action!

Joining the Sabaot Church in its vision are two 
California congregations, Mt. View Community 
Church of Clovis and Laurelglen Bible Church of 
Bakersfield. Both churches have invested heavily in 

the evangelization 
and discipleship 
of the Sabaot 
people and 
have given time, 
sent teams and 
provided funds for 
educational and 
developmental 
projects. Both 
churches have provided the first year of funding for 
two Sabaot pastors to initiate work among the Sebei, 
specifically to evangelize using the JESUS Film and to 
set up a training center for Sebei Church leaders.
ICM in Kenya and Uganda are cooperating in 
the oversight of this mission effort. Both Sabaot 
missionaries are graduates of ICM’s Africa Theological 
Seminary. Please join us in praying for these two 
Sabaot missionaries as they begin their service 
among the Sebei. 

ICM partners with Laurelglen Bible Church, 
CRU (Campus Crusade for Christ) and Wycliffe 
Bible Translators.-Kingdom-building results: 
the Saboat, an unreached people group, is 
transformed by the love of Jesus.
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Change has Come 
By Renita Reed-Thompson 

In June I married Michael Thomson, in August I 
travelled back to Kenya to complete my two year 
term there. In December 2014 I moved back from 
Kenya to the US. I have lived in Africa since 2005 
and this is the first time since then I am adjusting 
to become a resident of Michigan again. So there is 
some identity shifting that is happening and most 
of it is good. If Church-based Business as Mission 
(CBAM) is to become a global ministry, the work 
must be developed in a way that is more global 
than African. And at the rate of demand that we 
are seeing from multiple countries, it is no longer 
efficient for me to live in a country for two-three 
years to implement.

Recently we began to do the final surveys for the 
CBAM pilot project, which will be in progress until 
the end of March. I also posted two new positions 
to start April 1st as we transition from a pilot 
project to a permanent department of the Africa 
Theological Seminary. I pray for good leaders to 
come forward and apply. And I have to trust that 
He who began this work before I even conceived 
of it will be faithful to complete it and carry it on. 
June 2015 I will train leaders to launch Church 
based Business as Mission in Ghana and Egypt. I 
trust God’s leading and guiding and I believe He 
has a plan going forward that will not only be good 

for Discipling 
Marketplace 
Leaders, but 
also good for 
Renita Reed-
Thomson, His 
American-
Kenyan-
Ghanaian-
Liberian-
Canadian 
daughter.

Changes and Challenges 
By Sheryl Giesbrecht Turner

The challenge of change has become God’s open 
door for me to embrace the new adventures He has 
in store. My new husband, Jim Turner and I have 
decided my focus will be to teach and train leaders 

in recovery 
ministries. Early 
in my ministry, 
my late husband 
Pastor Paul and 
I suffered the 
disappointing 
consequences 
of a devastating 
decision made by 
our senior pastor. 
My husband 
was fired from 
his pastoral 
position. There 
was no sin in our 
ministry. When 
we left the church, 

we were bitter, resentful and angry. Within a 
year, we attended a seminar “Resolving Spiritual 
Conflicts” taught by Dr. Neil Anderson. My freedom 
experience has opened doors for me to teach these 
same principles of forgiveness and identity in Christ 
to thousands of leaders across the United States 
and around the world. Dr. Anderson’s 
materials, when applied and assimilated, 
provide tangible tools for church leaders 
worldwide who have experienced 
disappointment, misunderstanding, 
hurt, trials, loss and termination. This 
shift in my focus with ICM will engage 
and apply God’s spiritual principles with 
life-giving practical resources to offer 
true biblical freedom to the body of 
Christ. Hebrews 13:8 says, “Jesus Christ is 
the same, yesterday, today and forever.” 
We appreciate your prayers during this 
transition. We are praying for you. Sheryl 
Giesbrecht Turner  sherylg@icmusa.org

Sheryl Giesbrecht Turner encourages 
and prays over a widow at Revelation 
International Church in Kitalale, Kenya.

Renita Reed Thomson with ICM country directors at ICM’s 
2012 Fundraising Banquet in Bakersfield, California. 

Rille Pinault, Laurelglen Bible Church missions director assists with 
distribution of Market of Hope resources—goats for widows—
at Mt. Elgon, Kenya.
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By Rille Pinault 

As Bob, Jerilyn and I arrived in Kitale ready to 
make the familiar and yet arduous journey up Mt. 
Elgon we were asked by Pastor Chrispine Juma 
of Mt. Elgon to wait a day. Being good guests, we 
said of course but being impatient “Americans” we 
wondered why? Even after 17 years of partnership 
with ICM in Kenya, we are well aware of the many 
cultural differences regarding our schedule-driven 
mentality and the relationship-driven attitudes of 
our hosts. We had a short trip planned, why wait a 
day we wondered? 

Laurelglen Bible Church (LBC) began our 
partnership with ICM and the Sabaot people when 
they were unreached. Today they not only have 
the scriptures in their heart language but many 
churches on the mountain. Their mud walls and 
floors are foreign to us, but their faith is strong and 
their work in their community is fruitful. The joy of 
the Lord is evident and real change has occurred. 
Every year LBC holds a Market of Hope (MOH) in 
order to raise finances for the pastors, the widows 
and the poor of Mt. Elgon. So as a surprise to us 
and to the ICM Leadership stateside, the National 
Leadership had planned a MOH Distribution to 
commemorate the launch of a new ICM campus in 
Matumbei. Even the launch itself was all Kenyan led!

Matumbei was considered “lawless” just 12 
years ago, but today houses a new ICM Satellite 
training center and the very pastors who will go 
as missionaries across Mt. Elgon into 
Uganda to the Sabei people this year. 
Under the Kenyan leadership they had 
taken a portion of our fall MOH gift 
flagged for the Sabaot of Mt. Elgon and 
purchased 7 cows for the local pastors of 
Matumbei and approximately 15 sheep 
for widows to spark this new community 
of Believers. We were given the honor of 
handing out the gifts and addressing the 
community . To hug a beaming pastor, 
dance, sing or cry with a grateful widow at 
a MOH Distribution is such a high, but to 

know that the gospel has been brought where it 
wasn’t and that Biblically based leadership training 
begins anew, that a neighbor can help a neighbor 
in a place that just 12 years ago was deemed 

“lawless” brings an eternal high that cannot be 
measured or contained. There are too many 
testimonies to recant for this purpose, but Bob, 
Jerilyn and I will not forget or stop sharing the glory 
brought to Jesus name on that January day.
Many thanks to ICM for leading the way in Kenya, 
for making LBC part of their family, for allowing 
opportunity for our church to understand what it 
means to take the gospel to the ends of the earth 

and for moving 
aside to allow 
National leadership 
to truly lead. Our 
partnership has not 
only impacted lives 
all over Kenya, but 
has transformed 
lives here at home. 
Asante Sana ICM. 

God Shines Another Light Matumbei

Jerilyn Stewart of LBC assists with Market of Hope 
distribution of livestock for farmers.


