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A Week Worth Kemembesiag .

I have no words,”
commented
Reverend
Francis
Olubambi,
country
director of
VICM in
Nigeria, and a
man who is
never without
words. *“You
have shown

us that you
really love us!”

Francis was reflecting on the generosity
of local members of the Bakersfield
medical community donating time and
services to provide complete physicals
and care to Frances, his wife and the
eleven other African ICM staff that
visited Bakersfield the week of
September 24-30.

Dubbed “Power Week,” ICM-US staff
and volunteers prepared for these seven
days for over nine months. The
Bakersfield team looks back on this
week with a mixture of awe and
gratitude. The global face of Christ was
revealed as the communities of
California’s southern San Joaquin

Valley met the dynamic African men
and women who guide ICM’s training
ministries in Uganda, Tanzania,
Nigeria, Kenya, Ghana, DCR, Egypt,
Germany and Canada.

“We didn’t initially set out to plan
such an elaborate week,” notes Darryl
Bowe, Vice President of US
Operations. “At ICM’s 2006
International Council in Berlin, the
members voted to have their 2007
meetings in Bakersfield, CA. So, we
began planning the IC, a
four-day leadership
conference that the ICM
country directors would
attend.”

The idea of inviting the
director’s wives eyolved
when a family offered to
pay for one wife to visit
the USA. Women’s
ministry leaders then
chose to raise the funds
for the rest to come.

Out of that basic
commitment came a week of giving,
receiving and blessings galore.
Nineteen host and hostesses, 12
drivers, 20 special events planners, 38
Festival of Hope workers, 14 doctors
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and medical staff, 3 seamstresses and
20 ICM-USA staff members worked
together to make this a week worth
remembering.

The highlight of the week was the
FESTIVAL of HOPE - organized and
run largely by a team of volunteers led
by Myra Gentry...herself a volunteer.
Over six hundred participants shared
an evening of food, interaction and
challenge in an outdoor setting.  Each
country had a separate booth,
decorated with native
African fabrics.
Booth workers,
dressed in authentic
African attire, passed
out fried bananas,
chapatis, ugali and
other samples of their
local cuisine, The
country directors
greeted “old” friends
and made new ones.
Local TV stations, the
newspaper and radio
provided coverage of
the Festival.

And the IC leaders’ meetings? They
took place quietly and productively at
a local hotel venue. G2
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To God be the glory!
Darryl Bowe, Vice President of
US Operations, smiles satisfied SCiple mi]
for a week worth remembering.

At First Presbyterian
Church in San Diego,
Bishop Deo Mwamba,
teaches on “How to Lead
a Muslim to Christ.”

While in the US, ICM
staff visited and spoke in
supporting churches
from California to Canada,
Salt Lake City to Maui,
Nashville to North Carolina,
Arizona to Atlanta and
Minnesota to Florida.

James Kamau stands with RiverLakes
Community Church's Mission Team:

Dave Buck, Don Urquhart, Grant Olewiler
yron Goodwin encourages

his Christian brother, Danny Webster.

and Steve Downs, who co-sponsored Dr.
an ICM luncheon for local church leaders.

Peter Mitimingi, Dr. Phil Walker, Francis Olubambi (NG), Deo Mwamba (DRC) Darryl Bowe,
James Kamau (TZ), Dr. Myron Goodwin, Stephen Mairori (KY), Dave Hensman (CN),
Dr. David Omalla (UG), Phil Jeske (CN), Philip Tutu (GH) and Will Pong






